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It was not long before the scene began to assume
an aspect of animation, the immediate consequence
of our arrival; for, in less than half an hour after
we anchored, a number of canoes, with several na-
tives in each,  who had already been trafficking
with the Diadem,* approached us for the purpose
of bartering the productions of their island, name-
ly, yams, fowls, palm-wine in calabashes, fish, some
boxes made of split cane, monkey and snake skins,
with other trifling articles ; for pieces of iron hoop,
a few inches long, which we afterwards found they
made into two-edged knives, by beating them be-
tween stones, until they succeeded in shaping the
blade to their purpose, when they fitted it into a
wooden handle, from four to six inches in length.  In
the first instance, however, they evinced considerable
doubt and timidity, as they did riot venture to come
alongside,  but kept the stern of their canoes di-
rected towards us, to be ready to paddle away on
the first show of hostility, while a man remained in
the forepart to carry on the barter.    We in vain at-
tempted to induce them to come on board, for, point-
ing in reply to their Fetish, they gave us to under-
stand that this was either prohibited or imprudent.
It was easy to perceive that the natives were fine-
looking, active, middle-sized men, with an agree-
able and animated expression of countenance,  The
natural colour of their skin was not ascertainable,
the whole body being painted, or rather daubed

* The Diadem arrived in the bay a few hours before us.